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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REVIEW BOARD  

VILLAGE HALL - COMMITTEE ROOM 
801 BURLINGTON AVENUE 

 
APRIL 19, 2017, 7:00 P.M. 

 
 
Chairman Davenport called the April 19, 2017 meeting of the Architectural Design Review 
Board to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked for a roll call:  
 
PRESENT: Chairman Davenport, Ms. Chalberg, Ms. Hollweck, Mr. Lerner, Mr. Riemer 
 
ABSENT: Ms. Acks, Mr. Larson 
 
STAFF: Senior Planner Rebecca Leitschuh and Planner Swati Pandey 
 
VISITORS: Amy Gassen, 5320 Benton Ave., Downers Grove; Rich Kulovany with Friends of 

the Edwards House, 6825 Camden, Downers Grove; Kathy Nybo, Friends of the 
Edwards House, 5253 Blodgett, Downers Grove; Chuck and Byron Holtzen, 
5226 Carpenter, Downers Grove 

 
 
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 15, 2017 MINUTES 
 
MOTION BY MR. LERNER, SECONDED BY MR. RIEMER TO APPROVE THE 
FEBRUARY 15, 2017 MINUTES.  MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE OF 5-0. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Chairman Davenport opened the public hearing and swore in those individuals that would be 
speaking on the following public hearing.   
 
 A. 17-ADR-0003: A petition seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for the 
property commonly known as 4709 Linscott Avenue, Downers Grove, IL (PINs 09-07-206-
024 & -025). The property is located on the east side of Linscott Avenue, approximately 100 
feet south of Chicago Avenue. Mary Lou Lockerby, Petitioner and Owner.  Village Planner 
Swati Pandey reviewed the location of the home on the overhead, stating two lots make up the 
property with the southern lot being vacant and the northern lot containing the home and 
detached garage.  The plat of survey reflected current conditions of the two-story Folk Victorian 
home with wrap-around porch, constructed in 1894.   
 
 Notable features on the home included roof gables, front porch and a second story 
balcony.  Decorative features included the verge board and the fish scale shingles on the gables.  
Ms. Pandey referenced a current photo of the home, noting the porch was enclosed when the 
home was purchased by the applicant’s parents, as compared to the historic photo, which 
reflected an open porch.  Additions to the home were also referenced, noting they did not affect 
the integrity of the home.  Additional slides of the home were depicted on the overhead.  
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 Per Ms. Pandey, the standards for approval for the landmark designation were met, with 
Ms. Pandey citing that the house was more than fifty years old and it met the characteristic 
features of the Folk Victorian architectural style.  Staff recommended that the ADRB make a 
positive recommendation to the Village Council for landmark status for 4709 Linscott Avenue. 
 
 No questions followed from the board members.  The applicant was invited to speak. 
 
 Ms. Mary Lou Lockerby stated her home was in the Centennial Program originally and 
she and her husband were unaware of the home’s history when they purchased it in 1977.  She 
discussed the significant research she did on her home – both manually as well as on the Internet.  
She found out the Folk Victorian homes, just like the Sears homes, came to the village via the 
railroad.  Ms. Lockerby shared that she and her husband have maintained as much as possible the 
original materials of the home, including the home’s interior decorative woodwork.  They also 
kept the lines of the original porch and the back end of the screened porch attached to the 
original home.   
 
 Ms. Lockerby discussed how the rear addition was added with the help of her husband, 
which, originally, was a back porch off the kitchen.  Eventually, the second floor addition was 
added over the kitchen, keeping the home’s same lines. Ms. Lockerby thanked everyone who 
help her with her home’s research. 
 
 Per another question, Ms. Lockerby explained she and her husband were the first buyers 
outside of the Lottie McDougall family, to purchase the home.  A brief history of the original 
owner followed.   
 
 Chairman Davenport invited the public to speak. 
 
 Mr. Rich Kulovany, 6825 Camden Rd., Downers Grove, speaking on behalf of the 
Friends of the Edwards House, shared positive comments about the home and the owner inviting 
him to view the interior of the home.  He encouraged the board to recommend approval. 
 
 Ms. Amy Gassen, 5320 Benton Ave., Downers Grove, thanked the owners for making the 
decision to landmark their home.  The home was recognized under the previous Centennial 
Program through the historical society and she noted it was a pleasure to see how well the two 
program’s complemented each other.  Ms. Gassen voiced support for the landmarking. 
 
 Hearing no further comments Chairman Davenport closed the public hearing.   
 
 Ms.  Chalberg inquired if the owner was going to name her house, wherein Ms. Lockerby 
stated it was already named The McDougall House and she wanted it to remain. 
 
 Mr. Lerner shared positive comments about the home and appreciated the owner moving 
forward with the landmark application.  The home was an asset to the block and the community.  
Chairman Davenport also appreciated the owner moving forward with the application and shared 
positive comments as well, noting it was the first time for this board to approve a Folk Victorian 
home and, going through the landmarking process, helped other residents with their decision to 
landmark their own home.   
 
 The chairman entertained a motion.   
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WITH RESPECT TO FILE 17-ADR-003, MR. RIEMER MADE A MOTION THAT THE 
ADRB FORWARD A POSITIVE RECOMMENDATION TO THE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
TO RECOMMEND HISTORICAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION FOR THE 
PROPERTY AT 4709 LINSCOTT AVENUE. 
 
MS. CHALBERG SECONDED THE MOTION.  ROLL CALL: 
 
AYE: MR. RIEMER, MS. CHALBERG, MS. HOLLWECK, MR. LERNER, 
 CHAIRPERSON DAVENPORT 
NAY: NONE 
 
MOTION CARRIED.  VOTE:  5-0 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 A. Architectural Guide Brochure – Ms. Leitschuh reviewed the general layout of the 
brochure and what information it included in more detail.  The brochure will go before the State.  
However, she pointed out that a couple of changes will be occurring with the brochure.  
Specifically, while the survey identified some properties in the village as Gothic Revival, when 
looking at them more closely and evaluating them based on the industry standards for Gothic 
Revival, Ms. Leitschuh reported the homes did not meet the definition.  However, she said the 
picture will remain in the brochure should such a home be discovered.   
 
 The chairman believed the brochure was a tool not only for residents to identify their own 
home, but as a tool to help people decide what to do with a new home or a renovation.  
Ms. Leitschuh concurred, commenting some of the homes may have certain influences of an 
architectural style but were not the true gothic style.  As a result, she said she removed the 
example of what was listed as “Second Empire” since staff could not locate any examples of 
Second Empire in the community.   
 
 Other photographs that were being used in the brochure followed.  Ms. Leitschuh pointed 
out that the vernacular forms will not have diagrams as part of the images because the brochure 
had to be completed and two more brochures would follow.  Further details followed as to the 
examples that would be included in the brochure as well as some decisions that still needed to be 
made by staff.  Discussion then followed on what Split Level example should be used in the 
brochure, i.e., the Late Modern Eclectic or the Traditional Split Level.   
 
 The chairman then turned the dialog to the latest Folk Victorian home being identified 
and asked staff whether it should be “associated with something,” wherein Ms. Leitschuh 
explained at the time she could not fit it in to the content without adding another page to the 
brochure.  She offered to add it as a reference under the Queen Anne.   
 
 Mentioning the Four Square example, Ms. Leitschuh stated she will remove the current 
example and insert a different example into the brochure, as recommended by the Gassens.   
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 Ms. Chalberg as well as Mr. Lerner expressed positive comments about the brochure 
agreeing it was done very well.   
 
 On a different matter, the chairman acknowledged that he and the board received an 
email asking the board to review the report/recommendations on historic preservation that the 
ADRB and its ad hoc committee had previously prepared.  He pointed out that the board, over 
the past two years, has accomplished or is in the process of accomplishing some of those 
outcomes listed in the report.  One of the items he wanted to discuss in the near future, however, 
was incentive strategies and the possibility to increase demolition fees or other fees to assist with 
funding historic preservation initiatives in the village.  He believed the village council could then 
take some action on it.  He shared his thoughts and asked the board members to review the report 
and be prepared for some discussion about incentive strategies at the next meeting.   
 
NEW BUSINESS – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 Mr. Rich Kulovany, 6825 Camden, Downers Grove, invited members to attend the 
“Landmarking your Historic Home and the Historic Home Program” presentation hosted by the 
Friends of the Edward House on May 7th, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at Lincoln Center.  The event was 
being held in conjunction with Founders Day.  Topics that will be covered will include the 
misconceptions of landmarking, how has the historic preservation ordinance been simplified, and 
how has the application process been simplified, etc.  Details followed.   Mr. Kulovany also 
reported the March 11, 2017 event with the Chicago Suburban Preservation Alliance with 
Landmarks Illinois was well attended.  Positive comments were shared regarding that event.   
 
 Ms. Amy Gassen, 5320 Benton Ave., Downers Grove, agreed it was a good idea that the 
board was going to add the Folk Victorian as a subset of the Queen Anne.  On another matter, 
she would like to see in the future a historic preservation guidelines booklet created so any 
historic homeowner can use it in order to maintain and preserve their historic home.  Lastly, 
Ms. Gassen reported she held a Four Square Owner and Supporter Open House at her home in 
March with 50 attendees.  She also reported that the Four Square presentation held on April 5th 
was well attended and was sponsored by the historical society.   
 
 Ms. Kathy Nybo invited the board members to attend the dedication of the landmarked 
Fairview Train Station on May 7, 2017, 4:00 PM, following the Friends of the Edwards House 
presentation at the Lincoln Center.  This event is in conjunction with the Historical Society’s 
Heritage Site plaque. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MR. RIEMER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:55 P.M.   MR. LERNER  
SECONDED THE MOTION.   
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE OF 5-0.  
 
/s/ Celeste K. Weilandt  
(As transcribed by MP-3 audio) 
 



DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

APRIL 26, 2017, 7:30 P.M. 

LIBRARY MEETING ROOM 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Call to Order.  Secretary Humphreys called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m.  

 

2. Roll Call.  Members present: Trustee Ed Earl, Trustee Susan Eblen, Trustee David 

Humphreys, Trustee Art Jaros, Absent: Trustee Jonathan Graber. 

 

Also present: Director Julie Milavec, Assistant Director for Support Services Sue 

O’Brien, Assistant Director for Public Services Bonnie Reid, Executive Assistant Katelyn 

Vabalaitis, Public Relations Manager Melissa Fischer, Friends of the Library President 

Joni Hansen, Library Foundation Vice President Ed Pawlak, Residents Sue Farley, Mary 

Blanchard, Lindsay Frost, Kelly Fallon-Wilson, Elissa Baker, Lisa Scott. President 

Greene arrived at 7:35 p.m. 

 

3. Welcome to Visitors.  President Greene welcomed the visitors and thanked them for 

their interest in the library. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes. 

a. March 22, 2017 Regular Monthly Meeting.  Humphreys noted the name of the church 

cited in the Director’s Report should be changed to “First Congregational Church”. It 

was moved by Earl and seconded by Eblen THAT the corrected Minutes of the March 

22, 2017 Regular Monthly Meeting be approved. Motion passed by voice vote. 

 

b. March 22, 2017 Committee of the Whole Meeting.  It was moved by Jaros and 

seconded by Humphreys THAT the Minutes of the March 22, 2017 Committee of the 

Whole Meeting be approved as circulated. Motion passed by voice vote. 

 

5. Financial Matters. 

a. March 2017 Financial Report.  Milavec presented the report. Library Fund Balance 

reports were passed out to Board members. These will become permanent parts of the 

Board packet moving forward. Milavec responded to questions regarding annual 

database charges. 

 

b. April 2017 Invoices.  It was moved by Jaros and seconded by Eblen THAT the 

payment of April 2017 invoices totaling $188,198.21, the acceptance of April 2017 

credit memos totaling $126.59, and the ratification of March 2017 payrolls totaling 

$212,365.70 be approved.  Roll call: Ayes: Earl, Eblen, Humphreys, Jaros, Greene. 

Nays: None. Abstentions: None.  

 



6. Public Comment on Agenda Items.  President Greene invited comment. There was 

none. 

 

7. Public Comment on Other Library Business.  President Greene invited comment. 

Ed Pawlak commented on the new condos being built all over the village. He asked with 

DGPL hitting record usage already, how will the influx of new residents affect the library 

and if capacity is reached, how do we plan to expand? Greene explained that the strategic 

plan, which is currently in development, will help to answer these questions and assist the 

library in planning for the future. 

 

Kelly Fallon-Wilson asked about potential options the library has to handle a large 

number of incoming new residents. Milavec responded that even with these new 

developments, the village’s overall population is projected to remain stagnant, although 

there is a projected shift in demographics. Current practice is to plan for one square foot 

of building per capita, and the library is currently above that projection.  

 

Kelly Fallon-Wilson also wanted to know who is involved in the facilities assessment. 

Milavec responded that Product Architecture + Design and Shales McNutt Construction 

will be completing the assessment. The library has a relationship with both firms from the 

last building renovation, so they are very familiar with the facility. Jaros and Humphreys 

commented on the library’s lack of parking and said that the Village provides our 

parking, so it is our job to lobby for enough parking for our facility.  

 

Ed Pawlak asked when circulation numbers are higher than average, does the library 

adjust the “one square foot of building per capita” rule to accommodate. Milavec 

explained it is not a hard and fast rule and that the library’s circulation numbers went up 

when the collection was last trimmed. The challenge is to find a balance between current 

services and what is getting the most use. Greene commented that the building’s structure 

would support a third story if it were ever needed. 

 

8. Unfinished Business. 

a. Resolution 2017-1 Establishing a Special Reserve Fund.  Milavec presented the 

revised draft. It was noted that the library can establish the reserve fund without 

transferring money in right away, which will allow the Board to wait for the audited 

2016 figures from the Village. It was moved by Jaros and seconded by Eblen THAT 

Resolution 2017-1 Establishing a Special Reserve Fund be adopted as published.  

Roll call: Ayes: Earl, Eblen, Humphreys, Jaros, Greene. Nays: None. Abstentions: 

None. 

 

9. New Business. 

a. Facilities Assessment Proposal – Product Architecture + Design.  It was moved by 

Humphreys and seconded by Eblen THAT the Board engage Product Architecture + 

Design to fulfill the proposal for a Facilities Assessment Plan.  Roll call: Ayes: Earl, 

Eblen, Humphreys, Jaros, Greene. Nays: None. Abstentions: None. 

 

 



b. Rotary Grove Fest – Library as Emergency Weather Shelter. 

The Board discussed the possibility of the library becoming an emergency weather 

shelter during Rotary Grove Fest. Earl asked if this was a new request. Milavec 

responded that this request has come before the Board before and was always turned 

down. If the Board approves this request, Trustee Humphreys would be present in the 

building the entire time it is being used, and staff can work with him on the procedure 

to open and close the building. There was discussion about how many people the 

library could house, what parts of the building would be used, and how the insurance 

would be handled. The Board agreed that they would like the library to be added to 

the Rotary Club insurance for this event. Earl offered to partner with Humphreys to 

collaborate on this request, and Milavec will move forward with the Rotary Club. 

 

10. Library Director’s Report (attached).  Milavec presented the report.  

Staff will be meeting with the current telephone provider, Medlin Communications, in 

May to discuss an ideal new phone system. The goal is to have a recommendation from 

Medlin to bring before the Board in June.  

 

Lighting projects are on hold while we wait for the facilities assessment to be completed. 

 

Executive Assistant Katelyn Vabalaitis was welcomed back from maternity leave. 

 

11. Board Member comments and requests for information. 

Humphreys would like to see the maintenance of the library’s artwork included in the 

facilities plan. Earl commented that the Foundation is talking about the library’s artwork, 

and this would be a good conversation to have with them. 

 

Humphreys mentioned the lighting in the Curtiss Street entry and wondered if replacing it 

with LED bulbs would be cheaper. 

 

Jaros requested that the formulas on the statistics page be reviewed for accuracy. 

 

Earl asked if there was more detail on the negative comments from the How Did We Do 

analysis and if they will go into the strategic plan. Milavec and Reid said no, as the 

negative comments were too broad. 

  

12. Adjournment.  President Greene adjourned the meeting at 8:34 p.m.  



DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
APRIL 26, 2017, 7:30 P.M. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 10 
 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
a. Telephone System  
The library will move forward with Medlin Communications to provide proposals, pricing 
and a recommendation for an updated telephone system. After investigating use of a 
technology consultant for an RFP process vs. utilizing our current telephone system 
service provider, the estimated additional cost of the consultant is well over the 
estimated cost savings of a competitive bid process. Medlin Communications 
represents multiple vendors for both premise- and cloud- based systems, which will 
allow for comparison among the systems for pricing. Through the library’s long-term 
relationship with Medlin, the company has demonstrated a high level of customer 
service, particularly during the 2014 renovation work and the recent telephone line 
issues with vendor XO Communications. 
 
b. Mural Project 
The mural is underway! Artist John McDavitt takes time to engage with patrons 
observing his work. Stop by the Kids Room to view his progress – or watch for the 
updates on the library’s social media. The Mural Dedication will be held Sunday, June 
11, 1:30-2:30pm, with refreshments and a meet-and-greet with the artist. 

 

c. Strategic Planning 
The first draft of the Strategic Plan is underway. The management team is working on 
wordsmithing the Values, Purpose and Core Services statements and draft Strategies 
statements. We hope to have a draft to the Library Board of Trustees in May. 
 
d. Lighting Projects 
The Lighting projects are on hold pending the outcome of the Facilities Assessment, to 
ensure that the project includes all of the items prioritized in the assessment. 
 
e. Automatic Renewal of Materials 
Beginning in early May, materials not on hold for another patron will be automatically 
renewed. Patrons will be notified via email of items that renewed and those that did not. 
Patrons who opt not to receive email notifications will not receive notification but will be 
able to see the renewals in the SWAN “My Account” screen.  
 
f. Recent media coverage 
See attached. 
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